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Rising Sea Level & Coastal Heritage 
Worldwide Problem  

Rising sea level and increasing storminess threaten sites 
from arctic to tropics. Not all sites can be rescued or 
conserved, but expertise exists in site protection and 
rapid rescue. Need for international collaboration in 
priorities and joint action.
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Simulated ground temperatures at 1 meter depth for Alaska 
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It is projected that communities of Point Hope and Kivalina will lose their permafrost by 2100





http://data.giss.nasa.gov/gistemp/maps/



NOW



Not just culture--



Figure from Gutierrez et al 2014





What do we do about it?

• PUBLIC OUTREACH:
• Media
• Web-focused arctic science outreach programs
• Facebook groups
• Blog--
• Twitter 
• Project web pages tied to various education portals 







What do we do about it?

• WITH COMMUNITIES:
• Spread the word to the public
• Develop simple ways for public to update site 

information
• Build capacity in organizations that can respond to 

emergent issues
• Train local volunteers to participate
• Provide access to equipment for recording & salvaging 

sites
• Provide professional help for survey, salvage and 

reporting
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What do we do about it?
• AS PROFESSIONALS:

Identify & Prioritize 

Connect Nodes 

Support

Teams 
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